66	the collected works of mahatma gandhi
belong to an Indian woman. But she recognizes that her Indian
sisters have not that knowledge of the English language and of
South African politics which is required in a Secretary of an
Association like the one which she has been guiding and serving
so long. Miss Schlesin has fitted herself for the task before her by
being in Mr. Gandhi's office and, therefore, in close contact with
the passive resistance movement since its inception in 1906.
Miss Schlesin, like the male European workers in South Africa
for the Indian cause, demonstrates the unity of human nature,
whether residing in a brown-skinned or a white-skinned body, and
also that South Africa is not devoid of disinterested souls.
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48.   THE WOMEN'S RESOLUTION
The remarkable resolution of the Indian women of Johan-
nesburg on the marriage question, that has been agitating our
countrymen for the past few weeks, marks an interesting develop-
ment of the passive resistance campaign. The resolution has
been duly wired1 to Mr. Fischer, and, if the Minister still persists
in ignoring the grievance created by the Searle judgment, he
will do so with his eyes open. He may rest assured that Indian
women are not dying to go to gaol, nor do the male members of
the community contemplate with equanimity the prospect of
their women-folk being imprisoned. If, therefore, Indian women
become passive resisters, they must have what is, to them at any
rate, a very serious grievance. We congratulate our plucky sisters
who have dared to fight the Government rather than submit to the
insult offered by the Searle judgment. They will cover them-
selves and the land of their birth, as, indeed, of their adoption,
with glory, if they remain true to their resolve to the end.2 We
know that they fully recognize what their wire means.
We hope, too, that the male members of the population
will realize their own duty in the matter. It is largely in their
hands to end the struggle at an 'earlier stage. "The larger the
number of passive resisters, the quicker the termination of the
struggle" is a mathematical formula.
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1	Vide the preceding item,
2	How the pioneer women passive resisters acquitted themselves in the
struggle is narrated in Satyagraha in South Africa, Gh. XL.

